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REFER TO 

RE: French Drain Propose1 - Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act 
Migratory BIrd Treaty Act 
Endangered Species Act 

Dear Hr. Simonson: 

We have reviewed these documents and have the following comments: 

General: 
advance of planning for hab i t a t  svoldence/mltigation.. I n  the future we 
suggest t h a t  consideration for hab i t a t  be done i n  advance of e a r t h  moving 
a c t i v i t y ,  except i n  emergency s i tuat ions.  

Apparantly construction on the French Drain has already begun i n  

FISH AM) WILDLIFE COORDWATXON ACT/MIGRATORY BIRD TREATY ACT 

Because we missed both the meeting and f i e ld  trip a t  which t h i s  project was 
'explained i n  d e t a i l ,  we are struggling to  understand the nature  o f  t h i s  
proposal, which I s  not explained i n  much d e t a i l  i n  this document. 

The ma in  concerns from a wi3.dlife habi ta t  standpoint appear t o  be: 

1) the loss of the woody and wetland vegetation a t  the west end of the French 
Drain; and 

2) p o t e n t i a l  e f f e c t s  on Woman Creek and it 's r ipa r i an  zone from either 
sedimentation or de-watering as a r e s u l t  of t he  French Drain i n s t a l l a t i o n .  

Discussing each separately:  

WoodylWetland. Vegetation -,From the descr ipt ion i n  the document, this area 
. . .  sounds like. ,an_.e~-~llent--.ha-~   at- --a .~a_f.or....many--kinds-.o~.- .wildlife. ,(apart-.-~rDm---.-.----.~.-.;-----. 

concems-'iibout contamination). Assuming t h a t  the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of a French 
Drain I s  absolutely necessary t o  control pollution Prom the site, we have no 
objec t ion  t o  t h l s  habi ta t  Impact occurring, but we suggest that the impacts be 
mitigated elsewhere as indicated I n  Section 6.0, first paragraph. 
~l.argetreesto~,.be'remov~~'P~-.2~~-~~~~d~~o-u~d-b-~--~l~cck-;~o~ desire our input on a mitigat ion plan let me know. I would suggg-s.t- the ...that_the--------.. 

.___..C_.__.--. .-...-.-I- 

I f  you 

- . -...- 
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i n t e r c e p t o r  d i t c h  to  form 8 brush p i l e  f o r  wildlife cover. 
have many b e n e f i t s  to  wildlife. 
contaminated, f e e l  free t o  ignore t h i s  suggestion. 

Woman Creek impacts - Possible  impacts t o  Woman Creek and i t 's  r i p a r i a n  zone 
appear t o  fall i n t o  two categor ies :  sedimentatJon and weter depr iva t ion .  The 
document d iscusses  sedimentation a s  a concern, but it appears  from Drclwing 1 
t h a t  much of the French Drain cons t ruc t ion  a rea  Is shfelded from t he  creek by 
tho  presence of the  I n t e r c e p t o r  Di t ch  which would t r a p  any sediment flowing 
downhill. Regardless, we t h i n k  it i s  indeed important to  prevent  e x c e s s  
sedimentat ion from reaching Woman Creek by whatever means. 

From the standpoint  of  water supply to Woman Creek from the h i l l s i d e ,  even 
though the I n t e r c e p t o r  Ditch c l e a r l y  t r a p s  much o f  the f low,  i t  appears  t h a t  
seepage below the d i t ch  does provide s w e  water t o  t h e  creek area.  
French Drain succeed i n  completely c u t t i n g  off this flow, t h e r e  might be some 
negat ive  a f f e c t  t o  the streamside h a b i t a t  o r  the creek i tself .  

Other Comments: 
Drain would look like, but  the d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  excavation g ives  the 
impression t h a t  a deep, steep-sided d i t ch  w i l l  be i n  place. I f  t h i s  is the 
case, t he re  may be a problem with deer g e t t i n g  trapped i n  t h e  d r a i n  with no 
way t o  exit.  

Large down trees 
If there is concern that  the trees may be 

Should the 

We a r e  having t rouble  p i c t u r i n g  what the completed French 

ENDANGEIRED SPECIES ACT 

We d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  there is  much p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  t o  nega t ive ly  
affect  any threatened or endangered spec ies  of wildl i fe .  
rare Species ,  Zt appears t h a t  the main concern is f o r  the Preble's meadow 
jumping mouse, which possibly could occur in t h i s  area.  
French Drain p r o j e c t  i s  necessary t o  cont ro l  p o l l u t i o n  from above, and t h a t  
the h i l l s i d e  t o k e  excavated is possibly a contaminated h a b i t a t ,  we t h i n k  t h a t  
concern f o r  tk mouse is  outweighed by t k  necessity o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  pol lu t ion .  

With regard t o  o ther  

Assuming that the 

Your cover let ter asks for our %oncurrence'' wi th  these documents. 
i s s u i n g  blanket  ap2rovel o f  the project, we would need t o  know p r e c i s e l y  what 
m i t i g a t i n g  measures w i l l  occur t o  rep lace  h a b i t a t s  t o  be l o s t  and address  the 
other concerns mentioned above. 

Before 

Please let  me kn% i f  you have any quest ions.  

Dave Weber 
Habi ta t  B i o l o c i s t  


